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FIVE PRIME EXAMPLES OF LANCIA'S FINEST ARE
CHECKED OUT ON AUTO [TALIA'S TEST TRAEK

Test By Simon Park / Photography by Michael Ward
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sn't it about time we had a collective noun for a group of

Lancia Delta integrales — a ‘rally’, perhaps? Obvious, but

appropriate. The thing is, they have a strong herding instinct,

like wildebeeste in the Serengeti. They pop up mob-handed all
over the place throughout the summer, then gallop from London to
Brighton for their traditional end-of-season bout of mutual nuzzling
and grooming, before turning in for the winter.

We were fortunate enough to waylay this particular rally after the
Brighton beano and before its hibernation. Our aim was to compare
a few variously-modified cars, all the work of Aldermaston-based
specialists Auto Integrale. Originally there were only going to be
three, but the herding instinct was just too strong. (It's a safety-in-
numbers, anti-predator thing — with wildebeeste it’s lions, for these
guys it's Mitsubishis...)

So here they are, all five of ‘em. All are wide-bodied Evoluzioni —
two Evo ‘Ones’ and three ‘Twos' — and they range from pretty hot to
scorching. They're a testimony to the esteem in which Lancia's last
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great rally car is still held well over a decade on. Punch ‘integrale
tuning’, or somesuch, into your web search and your brain will be
reeling within minutes. Testing five cars back to back has a similar
effect — by the time I was driving number four, memories of number
one were becoming hazy.

In part, that was due also to the first four cars, at least, feeling
quite similar despite their different specs. But that's actually a
tribute both to Auto Integrale and to Lancia. To improve on the
standard product you can only enhance its existing virtues, since
there are precious few vices to eradicate. And enhanced they all are,
with at least 30 per cent more power than standard and various
modifications to, principally, suspension and brakes.

The preparation and condition of all the cars was superb, reflecting
the passion and dedication of their meticulous owners. Perhaps not
surprisingly, they were generally reluctant to discuss costs - it's a
surefire way to get the wife demanding a new kitchen, or some similar
frippery — but this sort of all-round performance doesn't come cheap. =
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The Black Car — 1992 Evo 1, J428 LPX

rareth Davies had wan
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ABOVE: Owned by Gareth
Davies, this car is used
principally for track days
RIGHT: Evidence of the big
UK turnout for Lancia’s
Turin centenary meeting
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ABOVE: The car looks

standard but sounds up A

spectacular with its raucous or him
270bhp engine and

chattering wastegate.

A hybrid Garret turbo is fitted

all round
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ABOVE: JP Lihou's Evo 2 is
convincingly dressed up to
look like the ex-Carlos
Sainz Group A car. It looks
mean but was actually the
least modified of the group
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ABOVE: Almost the real
thing, Mark Rapson’s
Martini-liveried integrale is
one of a few painted by
Publimais in Turin as a
Lancia promotional car
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And it was having to cope with 30 per cent more
power than standard from an engine which, despite an
intermittent misfire, pulled as hard as any so far
Curiously, its braking felt sharper than even the red and
black cars, which were similarly equipped with the larger
343mm front discs

The Yellow Car — 1994 Evo 2, L178 HHO

So much for the antipasti - here's the meat course
Keith Turner's own car is an altogether more extreme
machine. Stripped to a bare shell, it was sand-blasted,
seam-welded and rebuilt without either ABS or air-con
Its Ohlins suspension is virtually identical to JP's Repsol
car, but it's the engine that makes the difference

It's the only one of the five to use a more modern, roller-
bearing GT30 turbo, which Keith has adapted for the
integrale. With an external wastegate, it spins up far faster
than the T38, and is more compatible with the Apexi boost
controller. Keith has his set to deliver a maximum 1.6bar in
third and fourth gears, and we're talking 345bhp at around
5,000rpm, and 3301b ft of torque — at the moment. Keith is
planning a re-map, and 400bhp

Half way round the first left-hander I begin to wonder

“WMARTINI RACING |

why. You mean this isn't quick enough? The extra 70-odd =

ABOVE: Power unit has a
healthy 280bhp, which is
30% more than standard
LEFT: Eye-catching Martini
livery. Is this the ultimate
colour scheme?

Lancia Delta integrales are an endangered species, |
with many parts either obsolete or in the process of
becoming obsolete. If you need any advice on sourcing |
parts one of the UK'’s major specialists is Tanc Barratt.

Mr Barratt said: “We are the buffer between being able
to use your car or not being able to use your car. Our
business is to make it possible for owners to keep
driving and enjoying their integrales.”

Tanc Barratt takes on service work to complete
restoration, diagnostics, integrale engine rebuilds, engine
upgrades, transmission rebuilds, suspension upgrades, |
as well as being one of the major parts specialists
supplying the UK and further afield.

@® For more information visit

www.tancbarratt.co.uk
or call (01299) 266355.
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ABOVE: Auto Integrale’s
own car was bound to be
something special and it is.
The modern roller-bearing
turbo produces 1.6 bar to
provide a huge 345bhp

58 _auto italia JJ




There are worse ways to spend a day than driving cars like
this. Keith's own machine is a no-compromise blast, but you'd

probably be happy enough with the performance of the first

four, all of which would make very civilised A to B transport
In the real world, in the right hands, nothing this side of a
peddled Evo VIII or M3 «

a lot of options (a glance

wel

>ould live with t

am. You've got

the chart shows what a mi
match job this is), but t}

and would do me fine

Car 2

Car 1
Black (J428 LPX) Repsol (L3 HOU)
Engine Garrett T38 turbo Garrett T38 turbo
(1.4 bar); (1.2 bar);
larger, front-mounted Techno 2 tubular
intercooler; Apexi exhaust manifold;
AVC-R boost controller; approx 250bhp
Auto Integrale tubular manifold;
fast road cams;
approx 280bhp
Transmission: Lancia short-shift gearchange As Car 1
Suspension: RS Racing coil-over units front and rear.  Ohlins coil-over units
Height and camber adjustable front and rear. Height adjustable
Brakes: Alcon floating discs, Alcon floating discs,
348mm (front); Tarox 323mm (front); std rear
switchable ABS switchable ABS
Wheels: Speedline alloy, 7.5 x 17; Compomotive alloy,
Tyres: Yokohama Paradas 7.5 x 17; Toyo Proxes

Car3

Red (J842 JKO)
Garrett T38 turbo
{1.2 bar);

larger, front-mounted
intercooler; Apexi

AVC-R boost controller;

Auto Integrale tubular
exhaust manifold;
approx 280bhp

As Car 1

As Car 1

As Car 1
discs, 311mm (rear);

As Car 1
Yokohamas
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Car 4

Martini (K844 HAOD)
Garrett T38 turbo
(1.2 bar);

Auto Integrale tubular
exhaust manifold;
approx 280bhp

standard gearchange
standard Evo 2

As Car 1
std rear discs

As Car 2
215/40VR17
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| Auto Integrale,

Unit 9,

Beenham Ind Area,
Bath Road,
Aldermaston, Reading,
RG7 5PP

Tel: 01189 710 281,
Fax: 01189 714 185

turner_keith@btconnect.com

www.auto-integrale.co.uk
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Car 5

Yellow (L178 HHO)
Garrett GT30 turbo

(1.6 bar max, see text);
external wastegate;
larger, front-mounted
intercooler; Apexi AVC-R
boost controller; Group A
cams; 345bhp;

Cat removed

As Car 4

As Car 2

As Car 2, no ABS
282mm rear discs

As Car 1
215/40 VR17
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Note: the two wheel types may look identical, but the (magnesium) Speedlines are £350 each, while the (aluminium) Compomotives are a relatively paltry £165. You pays your money . . .
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